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Administrators’ Message  November, 2017 

The past few months have been filled with hard work, learning and goal setting as our 
students have been completing a variety of units of study. They have also been develop-
ing their learning skills and reflecting on their achievements thus far. This month stu-
dents will be receiving a Progess Report Card (see page 2) and parents will have an op-
portunity to meet with teachers and their children to reflect on new learning and set 
goals for the future during interviews on November 23 and 24. 
 
In October, we were able to complete our first fundraiser—Fresh From the Farm. Thank 
you to all who were able to participate and support this initiative. We were very suc-
cessful and raised over $1000.  The delivery date is Nov. 23 from 2—8 pm. 
 
During this past month students participated in a variety of teams and clubs to promote 
health, fitness, teamwork, leadership and the arts. Our Cross Country team demonstrat-
ed perseverance at both the area and regional meets and our volleyball teams have 
been practicing their skills in preparation for upcoming tournaments. Our student lead-
ership team has been hard at work, Primary/Junior choir has been practicing, and our 
Best Buddies program is up an running. We are looking forward to our tech clubs 
starting this week. Our Tribes assembly took place this past week and classes will be ex-
amining various initiatives they want to take on to bring about positive change. We are 
so pleased to see students engaged in so many wonderful activities at PBPS. 
 
The month of November will be a busy one with many upcoming events including an 
Arts Performance for Grade 4 –8, Grade 8 High School visits, Remembrance Day Assem-
bly,  Caribou Math club,  as well as  our Grade 6 VIP program.  We are looking forward 
to another fun, exciting month full of learning! 
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Nov. 1  Grade 8 Visit to Tommy 
Douglas SS/ Emily Carr 

Nov. 7 Photo Re-take 

Nov. 10 Remembrance Day  
Assembly 

Nov. 13 School Council 7pm 

Nov. 20  Gr. 4—8 Arts Perfo-
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Nov. 24 PA Day 

Writing the Pages of our Future! 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/pierreberton.ps/Pages/default.aspx


All assessment, evaluation and reporting in Ontario schools are based on the policies and practices described in Growing Suc-
cess:  Assessment, Evaluation, and Reporting In Ontario Schools, First Edition, Covering Grades 1 to 12. There are three formal 
reporting periods in elementary schools where teachers share student’s information regarding their learning and achievement of 
their learning skills and work habits and the Ontario curriculum expectations:  
 

Elementary Progress Report Card 

 Progress Report to be sent home:  November 22, 2017 

 Interviews to be held (Year One-grade 8): November 23 (evening) and/or November 24 (morning)  
Communication of Learning (K)/Elementary First Provincial Report Card 

 Provincial Report Card to be sent home:  February 15, 2018 
Communication of Learning (K)/Elementary Final Provincial Report Card 

 Provincial Report Card to be sent home:  June 27, 2018 
 

Elementary Progress Report Card (Grades 1-8) 
The purpose of this report card is to communicate the progress your child has been making since the beginning of the school year 
in each subject. The progress report also indicates how well your child is demonstrating the various learning skills and work habits 
and identifies areas where you may be able to support your child in achieving success this year.  This report is not an evaluation 
or a record of achievement levels. It reflects preliminary observations of your child’s learning to date. It is our hope that this re-
port will serve as a central part of rich discussions between home and school.  
 
Year One Kindergarten: 
Parents will be invited for an in-class Observation Visit sometime during the month of November . Your child’s teacher will send 
you an invitation and a convenient time will be arranged for your visit.  The purpose of this visit is to enable you to observe your 
child in the classroom setting. In February, you will receive your child's term 1 Communication of Learning. The term 2 Communi-
cation of Learning will be sent home at the end of June.  For both term 1 and term 2 reports, the teacher will report on your 
child’s achievement based on curriculum expectations from the 4 learning areas. (Belonging and Contributing, Self-Regulation 
and Well-Being, Demonstrating Literacy and Mathematics Behaviour, and Problem Solving and Innovating.) 
 
Year Two Kindergarten: 
A Communication of Learning will be sent home on November 22nd. It is personalized to highlight your child’s unique strengths, 
needs, interests and next steps based on initial evidence of learning.  The comments will be based on the curriculum expectations 
within and across the four frames in learning. (Belonging and Contributing, Self-Regulation and Well-Being, Demonstrating Litera-
cy and Mathematics Behaviour, and Problem Solving and Innovating.)  A term 1 Communication of Learning will be sent home in 
February as well as a term 2 Communication of Learning at the end of June.  
 
Below are some board and ministry documents which you may find helpful in understanding the report card, assessment and 
evaluation. 
 
YRDSB Elementary Report Card Brochure 
YRDSB Parent Brochure on the Achievement Chart 
YRDSB Parent Brochure Assessment in Schools Today 
YRDSB Parent Brochure Learning Skills and Work Habits 
Parent Brochure on Academic Honesty and Timely Completion and Submission 
Ministry Parent Brochure on Assessment and Evaluation 
  Ministry Addendum for Kindergarten Assessment and Reporting 

Growing Success:  
Assessment, Evaluation, and Reporting  

Growing Success 
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http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/ReportingStudentAchievement/Documents/ElementaryReportCardsBrochure.pdf
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/ReportingStudentAchievement/Documents/ParentBrochure_AchievementChart.pdf
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/ReportingStudentAchievement/Documents/AssessmentinSchoolsToday.pdf
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/ReportingStudentAchievement/Documents/LearningSkillsandWorkHabitsBrochure.pdf
http://www.yrdsb.ca/AboutUs/ReportingStudentAchievement/Documents/ParentBrochure_Honesty.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/ReportCard_En.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/growingsuccessaddendum.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/policyfunding/growingsuccessaddendum.html
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Tech  Club 
 
     It is with so much anticipation and excitement that we announce that Tech Club is 
     Back!! We are so proud this year to be able to host two clubs for primary and junior/
     intermediate students. The primary club will take place on Day 5 with Junior/
Intermediate’s on Day 1, always being mindful with busy schedules and commitments, this may change and is 
flexible.  
This year we hope to build on the spark for coding, programming and robotics learning we started last year. By 
allowing students time during lunch recess to explore, we look forward to the thinking, questioning and problem 
solving that will take place. Clubs will begin this month….can’t wait to see you there!  

 

 

Caribou Math Contest 
 

    Pierre Berton Public School is once again proud to participate in the International Caribou 
    Math Contest. The Caribou Mathematics Competition is a worldwide online contest that is 
    held five times throughout the school year. Each of these days, five contests are offered,  
    one for each of the grade levels 3/4, 5/6, and 7/8. 
 
    The Caribou Cup is the series of all Caribou Contests in one school year. Each student's  
    ranking in the Caribou Cup is determined by their performance in their best 5 of 6 contests 
    through the school year. All of the previous contests are available for free online for  
    practice purposes. 
 
The goals of this project are to: 
 
• To improve student's problem solving techniques by providing a wide variety of challenging math activities suit-
able for all students in grades 3-12. 
• Motivate students to get back to their school math when a question needed a technique or formula which they 
did not remember. 
• Show that mathematical puzzles can be fun and that competing in math contests with interactive questions is 
exciting. 
 
PBPS will be participating in the following 5 test dates:  
15th (Wed) or 16th (Thu) November, 2017 
17th (Wed) or 18th (Thu) January, 2018 
14th (Wed) or 15th (Thu) February, 2018 
4th (Wed) or 5th (Thu) April, 2018 
2nd (Wed) & 3rd (Thu) May, 2018 
 
Please visit https://cariboutests.com/ for more information.  
 

https://cariboutests.com/
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Cold Weather 
As the cooler weather approaches, we ask that you ensure your child comes to school dressed appropriately.  All 
students are expected to go outside during morning and lunch recesses.  Dressing in layers helps students to reg-
ulate their temperature. Be sure to send a hat, gloves, warm sweater and waterproof boots.  We recommend 
that indoor shoes be kept at school during the cold, wet months. 
 

When severe weather conditions threaten the safety of our students, the School Board informs 
radio stations about bus cancellations by about 6:00 a.m.  Please listen to the radio or follow 
YRDSB on Twitter/check the YRDSB website for inclement weather information.  Cancellation of 
bus service does not mean that schools are closed.  Buses cancelled in the morning will not be 
running in the afternoon.  Parents who drive their children to school in the morning must also 
pick them up at 2:50 p.m.  On days when school buses have been cancelled, it is up to the par-
ents’ discretion whether or not to send their children to school.   

 

Edsby 
This past week, parents/guardians should have received and email outlining the use of our Edsby Online Platform 
for Parent/Teacher Conference Scheduling as well as communication of student absences. We would ask that you 
please activate your Edsby account in order to book your appointment for the conferences. Please see important 
timelines below. 
Oct. 26   Parent(s) and/or Guardian(s) to create Edsby accounts 
Nov. 10   Parent-Teacher Conferences schedule opens at 9:00am for booking, an invitation to book  
   appointments will be sent to your Edsby inbox with a notification to your email. 
Nov. 22  Progress Report Cards sent home 
Nov. 22  Conference Schedule Closes at 3:00pm 
Nov. 23/24  Parent-Teacher Conferences 

Drop-Off  and Pick-up Reminders 

As the weather gets colder, we are noticing many more students being driven to school.  In order to ensure stu-
dents arrive on time for school, please plan to arrive at school by 8:20 to avoid the last minute congestion in the 
morning. Supervision begins indoors at 8:15am, but there is NO SUPERVISION prior to 8:15 am.  Students are not 
to be dropped off prior to 8:15 am.   
 
When using the Kiss and Ride, please ensure that you pull all the way up into the supervised drop-off zone prior 
to allowing your child(ren) to exit the car. We are noticing that some students are being dropped off in the park-
ing lot closer the portables.  It is extremely dangerous for students to be let out of vehicles in the middle of the 
parking lot.  We have very well established drop-off routines in order to keep  all of our students 
safe.   
 
The school day ends at 2:50pm. Please do your best to ensure that your child(ren) is picked up on 
time. We understand that on occasion there may be a situation which may result in a late pick up 
however, we are would ask that this not occur on a regular basis as our office becomes extremely 
busy at the end of the day.  



Grade 8 Visits to High School 
 

On November 1st our Grade 8 students will be visiting Emily Carr Secondary School or Tommy Douglas Secondary 
School to learn more about the transition to High School. For those students attending Tommy Douglas Second-
ary School please ensure that students arrive at school on time and dressed for the weather as they will be de-
parting as soon as attendance is taken.  Students will go through six rotations with various subject areas doing 
lessons showing differences between the Academic and Applied pathways as well as introducing the students to 
the different electives.  For students attending Emily Carr Secondary School they will be departing by taxi once 
attendance is taken in the morning. Students will have an opportunity to attend grade 9 classes and have lunch in 
the cafeteria.   
 
It is an exciting time for our Grade 8s and we are sure that this will be a valuable experience for all who attend.  

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t Forget … 

Photo Retake Day:   

November 7th 
 

 

Important Information/ Positive Climates 

School Bus Safety 
This past month, we continued our safety education with a bus evacuation day on 
October 26th.  Did you know that we currently have over 200 students bussed to and 
from school daily? It is especially important for students to be aware of the safety 
rules while waiting for the bus, while on the bus and while exiting the bus.  Students 
learned about entering and exiting the bus safely during the bus evacuation work-
shops. When riding the bus, students are required to remain seated at all times and 
speak in a quiet voice so that the driver can concentrate on the road.  As well, all 
rules of our school behavior code also apply to the bus, as the bus is an extension of 
the school environment.  Reviewing this with your child would be helpful in ensuring 

a safe drive to and from school, and on future school trips. 
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Movie Night 

 

Pierre Berton will be hosting a movie night for Primary stu-
dents (Jk-3) on Thursday, November 16

th
, 2017 at 6:30pm. 

We will be showing a pre-release of Cars 3! Come see it on 
our big screen before it goes to DVD. Tickets will be $2 per 
person, and include a popcorn and drink. We hope to see you 
there! Tickets will be available soon! 



                                  Volleyball 

The PBPS volleyball teams are off to a great start!  Although facing challenges, the 
Panthers have worked hard and shown resilience, strength and Pantherific volleyball 
talent! Since the first week of school our grades 5, 6, 7 and 8 girls and boys have been 
battling hard through practices and games. Over only a short two months both teams 
have improved and have devoted hours to developing skill and strategy. Our teams 
have had tremendous success. The girls have earned a red ribbon competing at Vellore Woods P.S and the 
boys have brought home the first ever PBPS invitational banner! They will play again for a second one on 
November 2nd.  On Wednesday, October 25 the boys travelled out to Markham to battle against the de-
fending regional champs, Armadale P.S along with other competitors. The boys fought hard and advanced 
to the semis walking away with 4th place. The girls plan on testing their luck at Armadale on November 
15th. On November 7th and 9th, PBPS will be hosting two girls invitational tournaments. As the area tour-
nament approaches, both teams have been preparing day and night. The athletes are fueled and ready to 
play the best volleyball Pierre Berton has ever seen!  Go Panthers Go! 
 

 
Cross Country 

 
Congratulations goes out to the students and staff involved with this year’s Cross 
Country Team. It was a fantastic season. They should all be proud of themselves for 
training every day for a month. They demonstrated true Panther spirit by supporting 
their peers and persevering throughout their races.  Our Intermediate Girls team 
came second in the team event at area's, and our Senior Boys team came first and re-
ceived a banner for the school! A few of our students also went on to the Regional 
finals at The ROC in Georgina. Way to go Panthers!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Scholastic Book Fair 
The Scholastic Book Fair will be coming the week of 
November 20

th
 – 24

th
. This is a fantastic opportunity for 

us to engage our students in new and exciting books, 
inspire a love of reading and fundraise for our school. 
The book fair will be open at various times during the 
school day as well as the night of parent conferences. 
Stay tuned for further information! 
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Positive Climates for Learning 

 
Panthers’ Cheer 

 
Deep in the school, we’re kind and humble. 

You can hear the Panthers rumble! 
Ooo Ah, Oo Ah!  Ooo Ah, Oo Ah! 

 

Deep in the school, we face our fears. 
Watch us as we persevere! 

Ooo Ah, Oo Ah!  Ooo Ah, Oo Ah! 
 

Deep in the school, we’re strong and proud. 
Come on Panthers, let’s get loud! 
Ooo Ah, Oo Ah!  Ooo Ah, Oo Ah! 



Positive Climates for Learning 

                                       PBPS Arts Package 

Our PBPS Arts performances have begun! 
 
As part of our Arts curriculum, we have coordinated an arts package for students 
in each division to enhance our students’ learning experience. Prologue to the 
Performing Arts invites our students to experience, explore and excite ways of 
learning, right in our own school. “The arts themselves can be regarded as “texts” that reflect, record, celebrate 
and pass on to the future generations the personal and collective stories, values, innovations and traditions that 
make us unique” (The Ontario Curriculum). 
 
On Tuesday, October 24th, Kindergarten to grade 3 students were entertained by  Chris McKhool—Sultan of String. 
Students enjoyed the engaging and entertaining performance and loved watching him perform! The Grade 4—8 
students will have an opportunity to participate in their first Art performance on Monday, November 20th. 
 
 
The performances for this year include: 
Chris McKhool – Sultans of String – A World of Music (K-3) Tuesday, October 24th, 2017 
Tribal Vision Dance – Visions of Turtle Island (4-8) Monday, November 20th, 2017 
Ballet Creole – Tounkande (K-3) Monday, January 29th, 2018 
Leslie McCurdy – The Spirit of Harriet Tubman (4-8) Monday, February 5th, 2018 
Fana Soro – Yamo! Yamo! Greetings from West Africa (K-3) Monday, March 19th, 2018 
TorQ Percussion Quartet – From Far and Wide (4-8) Thursday, May 10th, 2018 

 
In order to bring these exciting performances to our school, there is a cost of $8.00 per student for the package. 
Please complete payment using our Cash ONLINE.  Participation in this program is optional but highly recommend-
ed. Alternative programming will be provided if you choose for your child not to participate. 
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Be Healthy and Eco-friendly...Earn Your Feet Fridays! 

Walking to school is a great way to participate in gentle, low-impact exercise that is easy, free and fun!  Did you 
know that walking strengthens your heart, your body and makes you feel great?  Walking 
boosts circulation and increases oxygen supply to every cell in your body, helping you to feel 
more alert and alive!  Walking with a friend or with family members also provides time to talk 
and catch up.   

To encourage our students to walk, we will be having an Earn Your Feet Friday at the end of 
each month. Our student leadership group has been instrumental in planning these special 
days.  If students walk to school, or if they walk/run five laps around the field during recess 
they will earn a foot charm.  Keep walking and keep collecting throughout the year! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Earn your Feet  

on                      
December 1st! 



School Council 
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2017 - 2018                                               
Pierre Berton School Council  

 
Co-Chairs 

Kristy Sood  
Nina Gill 

Margarita Ramirez 
 

Parent Members 
Annarita DiStefano 

Samuel Iannucci 
Opi Marok 

Mona Nouroozifar 
Tharshini Sriskandarajah 

Vino Vijayaratram 
Keri Bedeau 
Frank Ziang  

Rajesh Dhoum 
Hui Zhao 

Naveena Gojja 
 

Teaching Staff 
Farshad Derakshandeh 

Kalpana Vaze 
 

Administration 
Wendy McVicar-Lew 

Jennifer May 

The Pierre Berton School Council met for the first time on October 2th, 2017.  
At this time, the members of the 2017-2018 School Council were acclaimed. 
 
Highlights from the meeting included: 
 
 
 
   Amendment of the PBPS school constitution 
 Overview of the role of School Council and 

meeting norms 
 Overview of Board Improvement Plan for Stu-

dent Achievement  
 Overview of school startup for 2017-2018 

school year 
 Sharing of 2016-2017 EQAO results 
 Sharing of school information, including athletics; clubs; fundraising;  

healthy schools; learning commons update; and X-movement activities 
 Discussion regarding various lunchtime activities to be available this year 
 
Everyone is welcome to attend our School Council Meetings.  In particular, 
School Council would appreciate support from interested parents on subcom-
mittees such as fundraising, Fun Fair Committee, and other School Community 
Events. 

 

 
Next School Council Meeting: 

November 13, 2017 
7pm 

Learning Commons 
 

 

2017—2018 School Council Meeting Dates 
November  13, 2017 

January 22, 2018 
February 26, 2018 

April 23, 2018 
May 28, 2018 
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